
Running the MIDster Punch

abstracts from

Note: The MIDster booklet was produced by Bob Essex between about 2000 and 20010. It appears that Bob is no 

longer supporting the machines. This abstract contains only information regarding operation of the machine, and 

was created solely for the use of individuals who may have acquired one of these elderly orphan machines.

========  From the booklet  =======

1. SCOPE OF THIS BOOKLET

This booklet sets out to describe, in very general terms, the construction and operation of a 

computer controlled punch which produces organ-roll music from Standard MIDI* files. (*MIDI 

stands for Musical Instrument Digital Interface.) ��..

It should be appreciated that this booklet is not a set of plans. It is a description of the punch 

machine that I have built, with as much detail as I can manage to include. With it there is a diskette 

containing the MIDster PUNCH v5 .0 software to run the machine.

I made this punch machine to produce perforated paper roll music of the type standardised by 

Joseph Raffin of Germany, in both 20note and 31note formats. It also produces the strange (but useful) 

26note scale, ... A later software modification now enables it to punch the John Smith 20note format 

also. �. The MlDster PUNCH software is flexible and its user interface allows wide variations in the 

spacing, increments and numbers of notes . Of course the diameter of the punched holes is determined 

by the punch itself.

6. THE MlDster PUNCH SOFTWARE

Your MlDster PUNCH software is on the diskette which accompanies this booklet. It will run on any 

suitable Personal Computer which has DOS as an operating system, either with or without Windows.
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